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President’s Message 
 
 
 
Hi Newcomers friends, 
 

We’re looking forward to the return of the New-
comers General meetings after a brief summer break, and 
the September General Meeting is extra special because 
we host our annual Activities Fair! It takes place on Sep-
tember 12th at the First Congregational Church at 
9:30am. Our VP for Activities, Tiffany Persechini, and her 
AVP, Donna Herrle, have been hard at work preparing for this big event. 
You’ll be able to cruise around a “tradeshow” style venue, with tables set up 
for all the various activities; the Activity Leaders will be there to answer 
your questions and sign you up for new activities. 

  
Inside this Newsletter you will find a handy map and activities check-

list that you can bring with you to the fair. We’ll meet in the church sanctu-
ary first, for a brief general meeting. After the meeting, you will head to the 
main hall and enjoy coffee and refreshments presented by our VP of Hospi-
tality, Cindy Branga, and her AVP, Bernice Cramer. Browse the room, talk to 
the leaders, and find new activities to join. Activities are so important to our 
Club - where we meet people with similar interests and form new friend-
ships.  

 
And before I change the subject, I want to give a big and grateful 

thank you to both Tiffany and Donna for this wonderful event and all the 
work they do all year long – and to the 70+ Activities Leaders who keep our 
club active, vibrant, and fun throughout the year!  

 
I want to take just a moment to thank you for your kind words dur-

ing my husband’s recent surgery. I cannot express how much it means to 
have a community of friends who send their kind wishes during a stressful 
time. Newcomers is so much more than a social club – it’s a place where we 
build lasting friendships.  

 
So to all our Newcomers friends - can’t wait to meet you at the Fair!! 
 
 
Paula Foster 
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New Members 

 

Every month, members volunteer to bring light refreshments to the Gen-
eral meetings allowing us to enjoy social time together. It is easy to sign 
up at the General meetings or contact Cindy Branga at  
cindy-dixon@hotmail.com.   

Programs 

Volunteers Needed 

 
Joan Cunnik Diane Dutra Kelley Roche Miguel Roche       Ana Maria Velez  

 
 Betsy Blackwell  Karen Dusini  Paul Dusini 

This month, the program for our September General Meeting is 
the annual Activities Fair, hosted by our Activities VP, Tiffany 
Persechini, and AVP, Donna Herrle. We're very excited about it 
and hope you'll all come by! Please see the Activities page of this 
newsletter for more information about the Activity Fair. 

In October, we'll be welcoming a special guest who will be doing 
a "deep dive" into the Titanic! Look for more info in the next  
issue!  



September 2024  Page  3 

© Falmouth Newcomers, 2024 “Creating Opportunities for Community and Friendship” 

Newcomers 40th Anniversary 

Reflections of Newcomers Club Past President Margaret Souza 
I was president in 2018-2019.  Being new to Falmouth and relatively new to Newcomers it was quite a challenge. 
When I moved here, I only knew one person with whom I had previously worked. Thus, Newcomers enabled me 
to find a new home in Falmouth with a host of new relationships. Serving on the Board to give back was im-
portant to me. What made it memorable was the dedication of the individuals on the Board that year and how 
willing they were to enhance the Club. I was fortunate to have an incredibly active, committed, hardworking and 
creative board. 
 
Since assuming the role of President was so challenging, we created the position of Executive Vice President, so 
that person could watch and learn from the current President and be ready to take over that role the following 
year.  In the same vein, for many of the board functions, we created the notion of a vice president (VP) who held 
the position for one year and an assistant VP (AVP) who was new to the board. The VP mentored the AVP, giving 
the new board members an understanding of their role and lessening the learning curve. This system allows for 
continuity, but also the opportunity for new ideas. The Nominating Committee began a process of meeting with 
members who were interested in serving on the Board to discuss the role and what they could bring to the posi-
tion. All of these changes meant a review and revision of the board bylaws. Board members volunteered to join 
me in the task and new ideas emerged from this work. 
 
At that time, when members needed to identify a catering company or a venue, they had to conduct the research 
anew each year. It was suggested that a resource document be online, that could be a living document with infor-
mation on caterers, venues, key contacts, etc.  A group of volunteers was established to welcome new members 
to the club and assist them with questions they may have. The service exchange was established to help mem-
bers with their household tasks when needed. New activities began such as the Singles group, and what eventu-
ally became the Preview group. Grand Circle tour company informed us that the company would provide a dis-
count if the club had a certain number of members who would want to travel together. The Socials VPs took re-
sponsibility and the international trips that have occurred are the result of their work.  
 
The highlight of my tenure was the installation event at the end of my presidency celebrating the 35th anniver-
sary of Newcomers. The program chairs planned a very special evening at Highfield Hall. The founder of New-
comers, Marie Feeney, gave an interesting talk of how it all began in her home, as she also did at our recent 40th 
anniversary event.  
 
It is my belief that each Board stands on the shoulders of the prior Boards and each is called to contribute to 

move the club forward. Some of the changes we implemented have taken different directions, but all of the im-

provements have contributed to the Club’s continued growth and success. None of what happened in that year 

could have been accomplished without the incredible board members with whom I was privileged to serve and 

am so thankful for their service. Happy Anniversary, Newcomers! 

Entering its 40th year, Falmouth Newcomers is a vibrant and active club with over 700 members and more 

than 70 activities. But it didn’t start out that way! Someone had to invest in the idea initially, and others had to 

nurture it along the way. Since our past Presidents have a unique window into the Club’s history and growth, 

we asked them for their thoughts, which we are sharing on a monthly basis in this newsletter article. 
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Socials 

Upcoming Socials 

 
 

Sunset Cruise on the Island Queen 
Tuesday, September 10th, 5:15 to 7:30pm 

(Rain date Thursday, September 19th) 
Location: Island Queen Dock, 75 Falmouth Heights Rd, Falmouth 

 
We sail in a couple of weeks so, get your tickets online here or send in the coupon at the end of this newsletter. 
Tickets must be purchased no later than Wednesday, August 28th! Refunds will not be given after that date as 
food will be purchased and paid for. Rain date Sept 19th 5:15pm. 
 

Arrive at the Dock no earlier than 5:15 
 

Newcomers and Encore members join for a memorable evening as the Island Queen cruises around Vineyard 
Sound. Catch another beautiful Falmouth sunset with your friends as we enjoy our last event of summer and 
cruise toward a new season. A box-lunch meal custom-made for you, along with dessert, is included in the price. 
There is also a cash-only bar on the ferry. Dress for the weather; it can be chilly out on the water, especially 
around sunset... and don’t forget to wear boat-friendly shoes! Complimentary parking at the dock begins at 5:00 
sharp; the Island Queen cannot park anyone before that time. Parking at Staples and walking over is your best 
option; or even better, carpool with your friends. Guests will begin boarding the ship at 5:15, and the cruise 
leaves the dock at 5:30 sharp. Due to a busy dock area with ferry passengers coming and going, we cannot begin 
checking in until 5:15, so, arrive on time, but do not arrive early. The ferry returns at 7:30. 
 

Cost: $25 for Newcomers & Encore, $30 for guests. For questions email Terri Sachs sachsterri@gmail.com  

 

 

Halloween Fall Festival 

Saturday October 19th , 6:00pm to 9:30pm 

Location: The Navigator Club, 55 Ashumet Road E. Falmouth 

 

Join your friends in Newcomers and Encore for another exciting Halloween Fall Festival at the Navigator Club. 

Come in costume if you wish, but no pressure! Last year we had over 80% of attendees arrive in costume and 

there were 4 Barbies!! What will be this year’s popular costume? Participate in the fun and creative ways that 

your Newcomer friends celebrate the Fall! There will be a buffet dinner and dessert, costume contests and priz-

es! Hope to see you there! 

 

Cost: $50 for Newcomers & Encore, $55 for guests. Sign up online here or send in the coupon at the end of this 

newsletter. For questions email falmouthnewcomers.vpsocials@gmail.com 

Sunset Cruise on the Island Queen 
 

Tuesday September 10 (rain date Sept. 19) 5:15 pm 

Halloween Fall Festival 
 

Saturday October 19 6:00 pm 

Encore Hosted – Crazy Cards 
 

Sunday Sept 29 Pocasset Country Club Noon to 3:30pm 
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Encore Hosted Crazy Cards – Newcomer’s Welcome!  

Sunday September 29th, Noon to 3:30pm 
Location:  Pocasset Country Club 

 

 What’s crazy about Crazy Cards? Pretty Much Everything! 

It’s a little math, a little basic card sense, a little guessing and a lot of laughs. Your aces may 
be worth nothing and your sevens could win you a round. Come and play and meet new 
friends with each round. We will begin with a delicious buffet luncheon with dessert and 
tea or coffee. A cash bar with cocktails or soft drinks will be available. Come on, show us 
what you got! Crazy cards and friends are waiting.  

 
Cost:  $38 Newcomers & Encore, $43 Guests. The coupon to register is at the end of this newsletter. 

Socials - Encore Invites 

Book Nook 

 The Women by Kristin Hannah 
  Recommended by Monica G. Rudolph 
 
I believe we all grew up during the Vietnam War era, we saw our high school friends afraid 
of the draft, some choosing to defect to Canada. Back then women were only expected to do 
no more than get married and bear children, not that that is not a noble job. This is the  
story of a young woman from a prominent California family, Frankie, whose best friend 
was her older brother, Finley. It was a time of unrest in the country, many young people 

were against the war. Finley’s long family heritage expected their sons to go to war and protect their country. 
Their Dad had a Heroes Wall of photographs of past family men who had served. Finley was sent to Vietnam 
where he died in a helicopter crash, no remains found. Just before they received that devastating news, Frankie 
enlisted in the Army as a nurse, the only part of the service that did not require two years of stateside training 
before being shipped to Vietnam. She wanted to go where her brother was stationed. The story tells us about the 
horrors and trying times of all our dedicated service members.  
 
 I have always enjoyed reading Kristin Hannah’s historical novels, they teach us so much about our history! Even 
though I lived through the time of the Vietnam War, I could never imagine the horrors and the inhumane condi-
tions that the medical service men and women had to endure. Then when they finally got home, the anger and 
disrespect they received from their own countrymen was extremely sad and baffling. The story carries on with 
the trouble Frankie had trying to fit into the society she left so long ago. I thoroughly enjoyed this novel and 
learned so much from it. 
 
___________________________________________- 
Book Reviews Needed for the Book Nook! If you would like to recommend a book, please 
send me your review so others may enjoy the book as well. If your review is copied from  
another source (such as Goodreads or the book publisher's website), please note that at the 
end.  
 
Thank you, and happy reading! 
 
Send to Marion Bihari at marionsb@comcast.net 
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Activities 

Please Join Us at Our  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Representatives from our many, many activities will be on hand to introduce you to their activity and answer 
any questions you may have. There are a handful of activities which are currently at capacity, but if you think 
you might like to start a new group, the leaders of those groups will be on hand to share their knowledge and 
expertise with you.   
 
The following pages include a map of the fair and a list of current activities and contact information for the 
group leaders.  There are so many opportunities to get involved, to be active, to learn, to meet new friends and 
to have fun!    
 
To contact us or for questions or assistance, please email Tiffany Persechini, VP for Activities or Donna Herrle, 
Assistant VP for Activities at falmouthnewcomersactivities@gmail.com.  

 

Thursday, September 12th 
9:30-11:30 AM  

Right after the General Meeting  

At the First Congregational Church 

WALK-INS WELCOME 
Did you know that some of our groups welcome walk-ins? Check out these fun, friendly, and welcoming 
activities: 
 

Line Dancing:  
Tuesdays 2-3pm at Gus Canty Center. Practice from 1:30-2pm. No dance experience necessary. Held 
from Labor Day to Memorial Day.  
Leader: Doris Lachapelle 
dorlach@gmail.com 
 

Scrabble: 
Meet 3rd Tuesday of the month at the Gus Canty Center, Room #2 upstairs, 6-8pm.  
Leader: Ardyce Marinelli 
timmykayla@aol.com 
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Activities Continued 



September 2024  Page  8 

© Falmouth Newcomers, 2024 “Creating Opportunities for Community and Friendship” 

Activities Continued 



September 2024  Page  9 

© Falmouth Newcomers, 2024 “Creating Opportunities for Community and Friendship” 

Activities Continued 



September 2024  Page  10 

© Falmouth Newcomers, 2024 “Creating Opportunities for Community and Friendship” 

Activities Continued 

ACTIVITIES SPOTLIGHT FOR SEPTEMBER 2024  
 

New Activities Forming: 
 

Quilting Group 
 
Now forming. Are you a quilter? A group for quilters is now in the process of 
forming. At this point, the leader is trying to gauge interest and experience 
levels before determining specific meeting times and locations. If you are inter-
ested in learning more, please contact the leader, Linda Rodger at  
linda_rodger@hotmail.com. 
  

 
Falmouth Photography Group 
 
A new activity is starting in September for those interested in 
improving their photography skills while meeting like-minded 
people who love to go out into the “field” to shoot their subjects. 
This activity will initially focus on wildlife, landscapes, sunset and 
sunrise, and nighttime (Milky Way; Moon: Stars) photography. 
The locations will all occur in Falmouth, and be based on the 
subject of the photography shoot for that month. Discussions in 
the field will focus on determining the appropriate camera set-
tings to best capture an image under a given set of environmen-
tal conditions and composing an image to enhance the beauty of 
the subject; post-processing of the image can be incorporated 
into the photography workflow based on the activity members’ interests. The group can gather at various 
member’s houses a few days after a photographic shoot to review images captured and provide constructive 
criticism to improve our photographic skillset. This activity is intended for beginner to intermediate level pho-
tographers, and will incorporate some instruction of photographic basics (i.e., the Exposure Triangle) coupled 
with “hands-on” instruction for those less familiar with the operations of their camera. Our goal is to have fun 
while improving our photography skills, so all interested photographers are invited to participate! This activity 
is not intended for cell-phone photography. 
 
Format: Monthly Photography shoot in the field followed a week later by a gathering at a member’s house 
(rotate monthly) to review the pictures and provide constructive criticism. 
  
Requirements: DSLR or mirrorless camera allowing for some degree of “customization”; the goal is to move 
away from the “Automatic” dial setting to “Manual” control. 
 
Fitness Level: Minimal walking may be required on some photography shoots, but always on well-maintained 
trails. 
 
Photography Skill Level: This activity will be suitable for beginners to intermediate level photographers; ex-
perts are invited, too and may be asked to assist in instruction. 
 
If you are interested in this activity, please reach out to leader, Jon Kaufman at JonKaufman03@googlemail.com.  
Jon is an amateur photographer who regularly posts his photographs on Facebook’s “Falmouth Wildlife” and 
“Fabulous Falmouth” sites.  
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Help Wanted  

Hi there! Welcome to Newcomers! 
 
This could be you!  
 
Please consider being a Greeter at the Newcomers General Meet-
ings… it only takes a little while on the days that you attend. You’ll 
bring smiles to all the faces you see and you’ll make new friends 
along the way. Please contact Larry Moody at  
lawrencejmoody@gmail.com. 

MEET AND MINGLE 
  

Date and Time: Friday, September 20th, 6pm to 9pm 
  

Join new and old friends for cocktails and conversation.  
 

Meet and Mingles provide a wonderful opportunity for both couples and singles to get to know one another in a 
smaller group setting. They are held in members’ homes throughout the year. Since Meet and Mingles are popu-
lar events, it is best to email your response as soon as you receive your newsletter. 
 
Email your request for this Meet and Mingle to the Event Coordinator: Bobbie Stevens at 
rebeccastevensk@gmail.com. Deadline for sign up: September 13th or when the host's home capacity has been 
reached. We will confirm your attendance.  
 
Five days before the event, you will receive another email with the name and address of your host and instruc-
tions to bring either a hearty hors d’oeuvre or a dessert to share with the group along with your own beverages. 
 
 Be a Host !! Hosting an event is easy. All you have to do is provide a welcoming home, paper products, water and 
coffee. Hosts set the amount of people they can comfortably accommodate in their home, typically 20-25 mem-
bers per home.  
 
If you are interested in hosting a future Meet and Mingle, please email either Bobbie Stevens at 
rebeccastevensk@gmail.com or Maureen Buckley at mfb1025@yahoo.com. 

Meet and Mingle 
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Upcoming in Falmouth 

The Hurricane of 1938:  Memories of the Storm of the Century 
 
Thursday, September 12th, 4pm 
Museums on the Green 
 
In September 1938, New England was hit by a devastating hurricane. 
There was no warning. No one was prepared. Cities were flooded with 
up to 20 feet of water, entire seaside communities were washed away, 
and hundreds of lives were lost. In 2013, Chris Wisniewski inter-
viewed over 65 people who lived through the great hurricane. Their 
personal accounts, along with more than 60 photographs taken in the 
days following the storm were included in the book The Hurricane of 
1938: Memories of the Storm of the Century.  
 
Come hear stories of The 1938 Hurricane and learn how the storm shaped New England in ways we still can see 
today. $20 Non-Members/ $10 Members, or donation based ticket. Light refreshments served. Register here. 
 

  Museums on the Green 
  Saturday, September 28th, 11-3pm 
 
  Enjoy a day of family fun and educational adventures as you 
step back in time. Explore the scenic gardens, historic buildings, 
and engage with friendly guides who bring Falmouth’s rich histo-
ry to life. Highlights include a husking bee reenactment, pumpkin 
patch, storytelling, kid’s games, and a mini farmers market. 
 
  The museum is hosting Falmouth Fall Festival to revive the 
historic tradition of husking parties, a key community activity in 
the 18th and 19th century that once ensured local families had 

food for the winter. Like the husking frolics of the past, this event brings the community together to celebrate 
our agricultural heritage, with fun, history, and a sense of shared purpose which in this case is to help restore 
the c. 1790 Dr. Francis Wicks House Museum on Falmouth’s Village Green. 
 
Admission is free with a suggested $15 donation to support the Fix Wicks Campaign, dedicated to restoring the 
c. 1790 Dr. Francis Wicks House Museum. Don’t miss this vibrant celebration of Falmouth’s heritage! For more 
information or to register, click here.  

 
One of the nice things about living in Falmouth is 
the many farms in the area. Make sure you come out 
to Marine Park on Scranton Ave. every Thursday 
thru October 17th for the local Farmers market. 
There is always something delicious for dinner! 
They are open from 12-5. 
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Opportunity 
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                   Event Response Forms 

 

Sunset Cruise on the Island Queen 
 

Tuesday, September 10th, 5:15 to 7:30pm 
(Rain date Thursday, September 19th) 

Location: Island Queen Dock, 75 Falmouth Heights Rd 
Arrive at the Dock no earlier than 5:15pm 

 
Member Name(s):______________________________________________________________________________Circle 1: Newcomer        Encore 
Guest Name(s):_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Member email:_____________________________________________________________________________Phone #:______________________________ 
 

Please choose 1 sandwich wrap for each person on this reservation: 
Turkey:_______________________ Ham:___________________________ Veggie:______________________ Seafood Salad:_____________________ 
 

For a Gluten Free Option, please call Terri Sachs @ 408-623-2885 
 
# of Members attending:____________at $25/each # of Guests attending:______at $30/each 
 
Total remitted: $________________due by 8/28/24 
 

Sign up online here or mail response form and check, payable to Newcomers Club of Falmouth to:  
Terri Sachs 29 Morris Street Falmouth, MA 02536 

Reservations will not be accepted after 8/28/2024 

No refunds will be given after the deadline for registration  

Halloween Fall Festival 
 

Saturday October 19th 6:00pm to 9:30pm 
Location: The Navigator Club 55 Ashumet Road E. Falmouth 

 
Member Name(s):______________________________________________________________________________ 
Circle 1: Newcomer        Encore 
Member email(s):_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone #:______________________________ 
 

 
Guest Name(s):________________________________________________________________________________ 
Member email(s):_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone #:______________________________ 
 

# of Members attending: __________________at $50/each             # of Guests attending: ______at $55/each 
 
Total remitted: $________________due by 10/11/24 

 
Sign up online here or mail response form and check, payable to Newcomers Club of Falmouth to:  

Terri Sachs 29 Morris Street Falmouth, MA 02536 
 

Reservations must be received by 10/11/2024 

No refunds will be given after the deadline for registration  



September 2024  Page  15 

© Falmouth Newcomers, 2024 “Creating Opportunities for Community and Friendship” 

 

        Encore Event Response Forms 

 

Crazy Card’s – Hosted by Encore 
 

Sunday September 29, 2024 Noon to 3:30pm 
Pocasset Country Club Pocasset 02559 

 

This event is open to Encore and Newcomer Members! 
Deadline for Encore priority, September 7th; overall deadline, September 22nd.  

 
Member Name(s):______________________________________________________________________________ 
Circle 1: Newcomer        Encore 
Member email(s):_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone #:______________________________ 
 
# of Members attending: __________________at $38/each             # of Guests attending: ______at $43/each 
Total remitted: $________________due by 9/22/24 

 
Coupon and checks payable to Encore of Falmouth Newcomers 

mail to: Jane Woodin 
 845 W. Falmouth Hwy, Falmouth, 02540 

508-237-6413 
 

Reservations must be received by 9/22/24. No refunds after that date. 


